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SUBJECT: BASQUE PROVINCE OF GUIPUZCOA PARALYZED BY PROTEST STRIKES, 
SCENE OF CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN DEMONSTRATORS AND POLICE AS 
TWO SLAIN ETA MEMBERS INTERNED 

REF: MADRID 1778 

1 . IN PROTEST AGAINST THE KILLING OF TWO ETA MEMBERS IN A 
MARCH 8 SHOOT-OUT WITH POLICE (REFTEL), OVER HALF OF GUIPUZ- 
COA'S 206,000-MAN LABOR FORCE WALKED OFF THE JOB YESTERDAY, 
EFFECTIVELY SHUTTING DOWN THE PROVINCE FOR MOST OF THE DAY. 
THOUSANDS ATTENDED SEPARATE FUNERAL SERVICES FOR THE SLAIN 
MILITANTS (BOTH OF THEM GUIPUZCOANX WHICH WERE FOLLOWED IN 
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THE LATE AFTERNOON AND EVENING BY NUMEROUS CONFRONTATIONS 
BETWEEN DEMONSTRATORS AND HEAVILY ARMED, REINFORCED RIOT 
SQUADS, WHOSE PERFORMANCE REPORTEDLY HARKENED BACK TO 
OLD FREE-SWINING DAYS. THE OTHER 3 BASQUE PROVINCES REMAINED 
RELATIVELY CALM, WITH SOME PROTEST STRIKE ACTIVITY IN VIZCAYA 
AND A REPORTED CONFRONTATION LAST NIGHT BETWEEN DEMONSTRATORS 
AND POLICE IN DOWN TOWN PAMPLONA, NAVARRE. 
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2. MEANWHILE, IN AN ATTEMPT TO WIND DOWN THE TENSION IN ALWAYS 
VOLATILE GUIPUZCOA, CIVIL GOVERNOR BELLOCH HELD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE PROVIDED A MORE DETAILED OFFICIAL ACCOUNT 
OF THE SHOOT-OUT IN WHICH THE TWO WERE SLAIN AND EXPRESSED HIS 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE EMOTIONAL REACTION OF GUIPUZCOANS TO IT, 
WHILE UNDERLINING HIS SUPPORT FOR TOUGH POLICE MEASURES AGAINST 
VIOLENCE-PRONE DEMONSTRATORS. BELLOCH'S EXPLANATION OF THE 
SHOOT-OUT WAS AT SOME VARIANCE WITH THE ORIGINAL OFFICIAL NOTE 
(REFTEL), HOWEVER, AND AMCONSUL BILBAO REPORTS THAT THIS HAS 
REINFORCED A PRONOUNCED RELUCTANCE ON THE PART OF MANY BASQUES 
TO BELIEVE THAT THE SHOOTING TOOK PLACE AS OFFICIALLY DESCRIBED. 

3. AMCONSUL BILBAO REPORTS THAT STRIKE ACTIVITY HAS CONTINUED 
TODAY IN GUIPUZCOA AND ADJACENT AREAS OF NAVARRE AND VIZCAYA, 
AND HE ANTICIPATES A RECRUDESECNCE OF DEMONSTRATIONS AS THE 
DAY WEARS ON AND PERHAPS EVEN THROUGH THE WEEKEND, TO DIE OUT 
EARLY NEXT WEEK. HE ADDS, HOWEVER, THAT BILBAO AND MOST OF THE 
VIZCAYA ARE GENERALLY QUIET, AS IS ALAVA, WITH "PROTEST- 
STRIKE ACTIVITY BEING MORE RELATED TO LOCAL LABOR-MANAGEMENT 
ISSUES THAN TO THE TWO SLAYINGS. EATON 
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